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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
Businesses have a new op-
portunity — and signifi-
cant incentive — to invest 
in the future.

But the clock is ticking.
In Kansas, $10 million in 

tax credits has been made 
available statewide for 

2015 as an incentive for eligible business donors to 
contribute to scholarships for low-income students 
to attend a designated school of their choice.

In northeast Kansas, the Catholic Education 
Foundation — in addition to running its ongoing 
scholarship program — is poised to manage do-
nations as a Scholarship Granting Organization 
through the brand-new tax credit program. That 

way, even more children can have a chance at a 
Catholic education.

Father Andrew Strobl, pastor of Holy Name 
Parish in Kansas City, Kansas, knows how hard the 
families of his parish work to keep their children 
in the parish school.

Holy Name is one of 21 archdiocesan schools 
currently serving students who receive scholar-
ships through CEF, and Father Strobl doesn’t be-
lieve the school could operate without it.

Many of today’s parents at Holy Name once 
walked its hallways as students, so they know 
firsthand what they’re sacrificing for. These par-
ents have made their child’s Catholic education a 
priority — even if it means a single parent work-
ing multiple jobs or a household managing while 
dealing with prolonged unemployment.

“When parents are taking second jobs or odd 
jobs to help provide their children an education 
centered on Jesus Christ, I am humbled,” said 

Father Strobl.
So he is especially excited about this new op-

portunity that could bring even more students into 
Holy Name and other Catholic schools through 
the state’s Tax Credit for Low-Income Student 
Scholarships Program.

Incentive to provide opportunity
Leaders see the new tax credit initiative as a 

win-win for donors.
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WHEN DO YOU RECEIVE THE LEAVEN?
We want to know when do you typically receive The Leaven in 
the mail. Friday? Saturday? Monday? Later? Please email your 
answer, along with what city you live in, to: todd.habiger@
theleaven.org.

MEDICAID EXPANSION GAINS SUPPORT
The bishops of Kansas have released a statement supporting the expan-
sion of Medicaid, with some reservations. “We are particularly concerned 
about those among the working poor who are unable to afford health in-
surance,” the bishops said. “As no likely alternative is evident, we therefore 
endorse the expansion of Medicaid.”  Page 3

LEARN MORE
Visit the CEF page online at: https://cefks.org/
tax-credit-student-scholarships.

Win-win for businesses and kids
New tax credits give more students the chance to attend Catholic schools 

>> See “TAX” on page 5
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Above, preschooler Benito Guerrero of Holy Name School in Kansas City, Kansas, tops off his lunch selections with a carton of chocolate milk. Thousands of children like Benito might now have 
the opportunity to attend Catholic schools thanks to eligible businesses that participate in a new tax credit program introduced by the state of Kansas — but the clock is ticking. To see how 
you can help, see story below.



Usually, by 
the time 
of priestly 

ordination, the new 
priest acquires a
personal chalice to be used 
for the celebration of Mass. 

In my case, my personal 
chalice had belonged to 
Msgr. William Mullally, a St. 
Louis priest who had died 
five years before my priestly 
ordination. 

I never knew Msgr. 
Mullally. One of my 
classmates grew up in the 
parish where he had served 
as a pastor for many years. 
The pastor of the parish at 
the time of my ordination 
had offered the chalice to 
anyone in our class. It was a 
much more beautiful chalice 
than I could have otherwise 
afforded. 

On the base of the 
chalice my mother added a 
small cross that contained 
the diamonds from her 
engagement ring. It serves 
as a wonderful visual 
reminder to me every time 
I celebrate Mass that my 
priestly vocation is truly the 
fruit of my parents’ vocation 
of Christian marriage.

On May 24, Pentecost 
Sunday, I will observe the 
40th anniversary of my 
ordination to the priesthood. 
I used to think that anyone 
who was a priest for 40 
years was really old! I was 
right!

During 2015, I am actually 
celebrating two important 
anniversaries — 40 years as 
a priest and 10 years as the 
archbishop of Kansas City in 
Kansas. I encourage anyone 
who wishes to celebrate 
these anniversaries with me 
to attend Donnelly College’s 
Shine Scholarship Dinner 
at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Kansas City, Missouri, on 
Sat., Oct. 10. Nothing would 
please me more than to help 

Donnelly College be able to 
serve more students.

Most Catholic colleges 
in the United States are 
sponsored by religious 
communities, e.g. Rockhurst 
(Jesuits), Benedictine 
College (Benedictine monks 
and Sisters), Notre Dame 
(Holy Cross Fathers), etc. 
Donnelly College is among 
only 11 Catholic colleges in 
the United States that are 
sponsored by dioceses or 
archdioceses.

Donnelly College and 
I were both born in 1949. 
Bishop George Donnelly 
founded the college for 
two reasons: 1) to provide 
affordable Catholic college 
education to the youth 
of Kansas City and its 
surrounding communities; 
and 2) to encourage adults 
or what is termed today 
nontraditional students to 
take college level courses 
for their economic, social, 
civic and religious benefit. 

Even though Donnelly 
College during the past 
65 years has had to adapt 
to new circumstances in 
the community it serves, 
the mission has remained 
unchanged. Its mission 
statement today is: 

“Donnelly College is 
a Catholic institution of 
higher education that seeks 
to continue the mission of 
Jesus Christ in our time 
by making the love of God 
tangible in our world. 
Specifically, the mission 
of Donnelly College is to 
provide education and 
community services with 

personal concern for the 
needs and abilities of each 
student, especially those 
who might not otherwise be 
served.”

What distinguishes 
Donnelly College today and 
throughout its history is 
the profile of the students 
who are served. Some 84 
percent are first-generation 
college students, the first 
to earn a degree in higher 
education in their family. 
Sixty-eight percent of the 
students come from families 
with income levels of 
less than $18,000. You are 
probably thinking that the 
last number was a misprint. 
It is not.  

The first dean of 
Donnelly College was 
Sister Jerome Keeler, a 
Benedictine Sister of Mount 
St. Scholastica Convent in 
Atchison. Sister Jerome had 
a well-earned reputation 
as a brilliant educator and 
administrator. For a good 
part of its 65-year history, 
the Benedictine Sisters 
were the heart and soul of 
Donnelly College. They 
helped to create a culture at 
Donnelly that is focused on 
student success.

Student success at 
Donnelly College is not 
just passing students along 
no matter how poor their 
performance. Student 
success is equipping them 
to succeed well after they 
graduate from Donnelly. 

At Donnelly College, we 
strive not only to educate 
students’ minds, but to 
nourish their souls as 
well. We do not attempt to 
proselytize the 53 percent of 
Donnelly students who are 
non-Catholic. However, our 
goal is not only to help them 
succeed in this world, but 
to get to heaven. They learn 
in an environment where 
God is at the center of every 
aspect of the college. 

Through most of its 
history, Donnelly was 

a junior college. Today, 
Donnelly students can 
earn a bachelor’s degree 
in limited areas, as well 
as an associate’s degree. 
Amazingly, 92 percent 
of our associate degree 
graduates go on to pursue 
four-year degrees.  

Monsignor Stuart 
Swetland, the president of 
Donnelly College, ranked 
first in his class at the U.S. 
Naval Academy and was 
a Rhodes scholar. He has 
served in the church’s 
higher education apostolate 
in different regions of our 
country for most of his 
priesthood. What attracted 
Msgr. Swetland to accept 
the presidency of Donnelly 
College is how perfectly it 
conforms to Pope Francis’ 
vision for Catholic higher 
education. 

Monsignor Swetland 

succinctly states: “If 
Donnelly College did not 
exist, we (the church) would 
have to create it.”

I hope that you can come 
to the Shine Scholarship 
Dinner on Oct. 10. You 
will find it to be both 
enjoyable and inspiring. For 
information, please contact: 

Msgr. Stuart Swetland 
Donnelly College
608 N. 18th St.
Kansas City, KS 66102 
Or go to the website at: 

www.donnelly.edu, or call 
(913) 621-8746.

If you cannot come to the 
Shine event, I encourage you 
still to make a contribution. 
Donnelly College is 
one of the jewels of the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas. Help Donnelly 
College change forever the 
lives of its students!
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I
f the state of Kansas choses 
to expand Medicaid under 
the terms of the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA), over 130,000 
low-income Kansans would 
become eligible for health 
insurance under the Medic-

aid program. We, the Catholic bishops 
of Kansas, support expanding Medic-
aid to cover these individuals. Indeed, 
many of our brothers and sisters who 
cannot currently afford health insur-
ance would gain access to it, bringing 
an end to the uncertainty and fear that 
the uninsured of our society must live 
with daily. However, our endorsement 
is with serious reservations as there 
are several aspects of the proposal to 
expand Medicaid that are very prob-
lematic.

Our endorsement flows form the 
influence of Scripture as well as our 
living faith tradition. From Scripture 
we call to mind Luke’s parable of the 
good Samaritan. The Samaritan finds a 
man “half dead,” is “moved with com-
passion” and “treats him with mercy” 
by caring for him. The parable reminds 
us that the measure of a culture is the 
manner in which it provides for its 
weakest and most vulnerable. Like-
wise, the living faith tradition of the 
Catholic Church has long inspired us 
to support the principle that all peo-
ple should have access to health care. 
At this time, we are particularly con-
cerned about those among the working 
poor who are unable to afford health 
insurance. As no likely alternative 
is evident, we therefore endorse the 
expansion of Medicaid. But as noted 
above, the expansion of Medicaid also 

raises serious concerns:
• We are deeply troubled that the 

Medicaid program in Kansas covers 
contraception, sterilization, drugs 
that may induce abortion, and even, in 
rare cases, a small number of abortion 
procedures. It is simply unacceptable 
that the federal government insists on 
linking access to health care with tax-
payer financing of these morally objec-
tionable products and procedures. At 
a time when the federal government 
is coercing people to violate their 
consciences and religious teachings 
in order to participate in religious or 
charitable endeavors, it is difficult to 
embrace it further as a partner in pro-
viding health care.

• While the federal government has 
promised to pay 90 percent of the ex-
pansion costs, it is unlikely that the 
federal government will continue for 
very long to fund those individuals 
covered by the expansion at that much 
higher rate than it funds Medicaid for 
current recipients (approximately 56 
percent). Kansas legislators need to 
make this commitment with their eyes 
wide open about what may be required 
financially of the state in the future.

• Medicaid is a program in need of 
reform, fiscal and otherwise. Main-
taining a separate and inferior system 
of health insurance for the poor is far 
from ideal. Instead, it would be better 
if low-income Americans were sup-
ported in joining the health insurance 
networks in which the rest of society 
participates.

In summary, we have grave con-
cerns about these and other aspects of 
Medicaid expansion and we acknowl-

edge that people of good will can and 
do disagree about the issue of Med-
icaid expansion. Nevertheless, we do 
not believe that a nation that has been 
blessed with such abundance should 
leave so many of its poor without 
health insurance. With this in mind, 
it is our hope that our Legislature will 
expand Medicaid to cover the needy in 
the short term, and that in the longer 
term, Congress will substantially re-
form the ACA and Medicaid in order 
to make them financially and morally 
responsible.

Most Rev. Joseph F. Naumann
Archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas

Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop of Dodge City

Most Rev. 
Edward J. Weisenburger

Bishop of Salina

Most Rev. Carl A. Kemme
Bishop of Wichita

By Joe Bollig
joe.bollig@theleaven.org

TOPEKA — When the 
Affordable Care Act was 
passed in 2010, one part 
of the new law was a re-

quirement for the states to expand 
their Medicaid programs.

Medicaid is a joint federal and 
state program that helps with med-
ical costs for low-income persons. 
Each state has different eligibility 
rules. 

Currently in Kansas, persons 
who qualify for Medicaid are adults 
who have low incomes and are dis-
abled, elderly or pregnant; parents 
of minor children with very low 
incomes; and single parents with 
children and gross monthly in-
comes of less than $430.

Originally, the plan was to ex-
pand federal funding and eligibility 
for Medicaid in order to provide 
health care for low-income per-
sons who did not qualify for subsi-
dies under the ACA.

Statement of the Roman Catholic bishops of Kansas 

On the expansion of Medicaid

Most Rev. Joseph F. Naumann
Archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas

Most Rev. John B. Brungardt
Bishop of Dodge City

Most Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger
Bishop of Salina

Most Rev. Carl A. Kemme
Bishop of Wichita

Supporters 
hope expansion 
will save money, 

help poor

>> See “BUDGET” on page 10



Certain businesses (C Corporations, 
banks/savings and loans filing a privi-
lege tax return, and certain insurance 
companies filing an insurance premium 
tax statement) can choose to contribute 
to the CEF-SGO to help students re-
ceive a Catholic education their families 
wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford.

At the same time, the business would 
receive a tax credit (which doesn’t expire 
and will roll over until it’s used) equal to 
70 percent of its contribution against its 
corporate state income tax liability.

It’s on a first-come, first-served basis, 
however.

So once the tax credit funds are gone, 
they’re gone.

CEF is one of five registered Scholar-
ship Granting Organizations in the state 
for the program.

Students coming into Catholic schools 
from public schools (see Q&A below on 
eligibility) could potentially attend any 
of the 44 archdiocesan schools, but lead-
ers hope most will attend schools within 
their parish boundaries to foster a sense 
of community.

Urban Wyandotte County, urban To-
peka, Leavenworth and Ottawa, said CEF 
executive director Michael Morrisey, 
could feel the greatest impact.

Thousands of children could poten-
tially be eligible for the program. 

It’s important to note that the 1,363 
students currently receiving scholar-
ships through CEF aren’t eligible for the 
new tax credit program — so they will 
continue to rely on the generosity of cur-
rent and future donors to CEF for their 
scholarships, and CEF will continue to 
provide that vital assistance, he said.

Meanwhile, it will also manage fund-
ing that comes through the tax credit 
program, opening scholarship opportu-
nities to new students.

CEF and the Catholic schools office 
want families to be invested in their 
children’s education, so each family will 
bear some financial responsibility, with 
the amount determined according to 
each family’s circumstances.

New way to help, new faces
Archdiocesan leaders started explor-

ing the tax credit opportunity and its 
potential to help more students in April 
2014.

With the approval of Archbishop Jo-
seph F. Naumann, it was decided in the 
early fall that CEF would manage this.

“The life-changing advantage of a 
Catholic school education — especial-
ly for disadvantaged children — is so 
well documented that we felt we had no 
choice but to try to make the opportuni-
ty available to as many families as possi-
ble,” said Archbishop Naumann.

“And with CEF’s track record of suc-
cess in securing support for the kids 
we’re helping now,” he added, “it seemed 
the perfect vehicle for this new initia-
tive.” 

The program launched statewide on 
Jan. 1 and — as long as funds are avail-
able — continues through Dec. 31.

CEF had close to 40 applicants for a 
new director of tax credits position to 
manage the program, said Morrisey. 

CEF found its ideal candidate in Adri-
enne Runnebaum, a parishioner of Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Parish in Shawnee.

With a bachelor’s in business man-
agement, a master’s in business adminis-
tration, and a seven-year career in higher 
education/student affairs, Runnebaum 
seemed a perfect fit.

“I’ve always had a passion for work-

ing with students, especially as it relates 
to providing support and access to stu-
dents in need,” she said.

“But also, my faith is a big part of my 
life,” said Runnebaum. “I felt a calling to 
integrate my faith more closely in my 
professional life.”

She has seen firsthand the benefits of 
students attending school in a system 
that fits their needs and looks forward 
to helping to facilitate that for children 
through her new role.

A second person will soon come on 
board as student recruitment/process 
manager.

The goal is ultimately to have the stu-

dents receive financial assistance to con-
tinue their Catholic education, so long 
as funding is available and they meet 
school and program requirements.

“We want kids to come, and we want 
them to stay,” said Runnebaum.

Families have already expressed in-
terest in the new program, and CEF now 
hopes businesses will soon help make 
this opportunity a reality — even in time 
for the next school year.

Morrisey hears at least weekly from 
families who have received scholarships 
through CEF about the impact they 
make.

“These families are making less than 

$24,000 a year for a family of four — liv-
ing in poverty,” said Morrisey.

An opportunity like this can give kids 
a way to pull themselves out of the cy-
cle of poverty through education, he be-
lieves.

“Maybe they didn’t flourish in their 
previous schools — but they are flour-
ishing in our Catholic schools,” said 
Morrisey.

“The gift of a Catholic education is 
appreciated for a lifetime,” agreed Fa-
ther Strobl. “The students know that 
their opportunity at our school is spe-
cial. They learn to love God, love their 
neighbor, and love learning.”
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Tax credits are first-come, first-served for eligible donors 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Kansas Tax Credit for Low-Income Student Scholarships Program

Q. How does the tax credit program work?

A. An eligible business donor makes a contribution to the 
Catholic Education Foundation. CEF submits the information 
to the state to verify the donor’s eligibility. Once that is con-
firmed, CEF will issue a receipt for the donor to attach to his 
or her state tax return to apply the credit against the business’ 
state corporate income tax liability. The credit is equal to 70 
percent of the contribution.

Q. So is the state contributing money to CEF?

A. No. The state of Kansas is not giving dollars to CEF. 
Rather, qualified donors contribute to CEF and the state allows 
a tax credit from the respective business state corporate in-
come tax liability.

Q. What is CEF’s role?

A. CEF was already poised to handle scholarship initia-
tives, so it made sense for it to manage the funds for this new 
program as the Scholarship Granting Organization, which 
must be a 501(c)(3) organization.

Q. How is this different from the work CEF is already do-
ing?

A. This is a key distinction. The Catholic Education Foun-
dation this year provided 1,363 scholarships to children who 
attend 21 CEF scholarship schools. 

The tax credit program has zero impact on this program — 
the students currently served by donors’ contributions to CEF 
are not eligible for scholarships through the tax credit program 
and so will continue to rely on donors’ generosity.

A separate division has been set up within CEF to manage 
funds from business donors through the tax credit program, 
opening up brand-new scholarship opportunities to allow even 
more eligible children access to a Catholic education at the 44 
archdiocesan schools.

Q. What are the eligibility requirements for a child?

A. A student must:
Live in Kansas; AND be eligible for the government’s free 

lunch program; AND be enrolled in a Kansas Title I focus or 
priority school the previous school year (or be younger than 6 
and entering school for the first time and live within the geo-
graphic boundaries of a Title I focus or priority school; or if 
in high school, be an incoming high school freshman coming 
from a Title I focus or priority school).

Q. Who can donate to scholarships through this program?

A. Eligible donors include:
• C Corporations filing a Kansas tax return
• Taxpayers filing a privilege tax return (banks, savings and 

loans)
• Companies filing an insurance premium tax statement

Q. How can an interested family find out more?

A. Please contact directly the school you are interested in 
having a child attend.

Q. What if my business is interested in making a donation?

A. Please contact Adrienne Runnebaum, director of tax 
credits, by email at: arunnebaum@archkck.org, or by phone at 
(913) 721-1572; or Michael Morrisey, CEF executive director, by 
email at: mmorrisey@archkck.org, or by phone at (913) 647-
0383.
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From left, Holy Name School seventh-graders Roberto Montalvo, Seth Meek and Mariah Burnside work on an assignment. Holy Name is one of the 
archdiocesan schools that might be helped tremendously by the tax credit low-income student scholarships initiative.

>> Continued from page 1
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By Jill Ragar Esfeld
jill.esfeld@theleaven.org

TOPEKA — When past Su-
preme Knight Virgil Dechant 
spoke at the Knights of Co-
lumbus annual Kansas state 

convention banquet here, he refer-
enced a letter written by Archbishop 
Joseph F. Naumann.

 In the letter, commemorating this 
114th state convention, the archbishop 
referred to the Knights as “the right 
hand for a bishop.”

 “What an honor that is,” said De-
chant.

 As hundreds of Knights from across 
the state filled the Ramada Downtown 
Regency Ballroom and banquet festiv-
ities got underway, it became clear the 
honor was well earned.

 The event, a highlight of the week-
end-long convention hosted by Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta Parish Council 534, 
was a venue for honoring outstanding 
Knights.

 After an invocation and the pre-
sentation of colors, the Knights were 
welcomed by state deputy Patrick 
Winchester, who also served as the 
evening’s toastmaster. 

 Annual awards followed the dinner.
Congratulations were given to 

Columbian Squire Circle 5606 from 
Church of the Ascension in Overland 
Park, chosen Circle of the Year, and to 
its youth counselor, Mic Giess, who 
was chosen Youth Counselor of the 
Year.

 The Squire of the year was from 
Council 2937 in Garden Plains, in the 
Diocese of Wichita.

 State Knight of the year went to 
James Bell, Council 1142, Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish, Concordia, in 
the Diocese of Salina. 

 The State Family of the Year was 
awarded to Denny and Vicky Hammer-
schmidt. 

 Hammerschmidt is a very active 
10-year member of Council 8488, St. 
Thomas More Parish in Manhattan, in 
the Diocese of Salina.

 The Hammerschmidts took the 
stage to receive the award along with 
their children and grandchildren — the 
couple has raised a family of very ac-
tive Catholics, including one son who 
is a priest.

 After the award presentations, 
Archbishop Naumann was introduced 
as the  keynote speaker and expressed 
his gratitude for the work done by 

Knights — saying that they are indeed 
his “right hand.”

 He then asked the Knights and their 
families for prayers in support of his 
temporary responsibility for oversee-
ing the diocese of Kansas City-St. Jo-
seph.

 He thanked the Knights for their 
efforts in supporting pro-life, marriage 
and families, specifically thanking the 
Hammerschmidt family for its excel-
lent example.

 “We know whatever the Knights 
do,” he said, “it’s you and your wives 
together — it’s a family thing.”

 He also acknowledged the Knights’ 
compassion for the disabled, support of 
Catholic schools and thanked them for 
their constant service to their priests 
and bishops.

Not all of the good work of the 
church is always recognized, however, 
he said, and spoke warmly about all the 
good done by Catholics in Kansas that 
doesn’t get media attention.

 He recalled the heartening experi-
ence of attending the SEEK 2015 con-

ference of the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students, saying it gave him 
hope for the future of the church.

 He went on to share several sto-
ries illustrating the evangelization that 
goes on every day through the works of 
good Catholics.

 “We need people to know the great 
good [that] Christ is doing through his 
church every day,” he said.

 On a more somber note, the arch-
bishop acknowledged the struggles of 
the church — including “real threats in 
the world” — like Christians being per-
secuted for their faith and “real chal-
lenges to overcome” like the clergy sex 
abuse scandal.

 The archbishop counseled the 
Knights on their role in combating a 
negative political climate that tears at 
the fabric of traditional family life.

 “As a young priest,” he said, “I nev-
er thought I would be defending mar-
riage.”

 But he also offered hope.
 “I find comfort in reflecting on the 

challenges that faced the early church,” 

he said. “They were never without 
peace and joy because they were never 
without Jesus.”

 The archbishop encouraged the 
Knights of Columbus to continue de-
fending respect for human life and ad-
vocating for the preservation of tradi-
tional marriage and family life. 

 “We need heroic Knights today,” he 
said. “We need you, dear Knights of 
Columbus!”

 The most remarkable aspect of our 
faith, he said, is our ability to have a 
personal relationship with Christ, and 
so we must cultivate that relationship 
more deeply.

 “Spend time daily in prayer,” he en-
couraged, “speaking your heart to the 
Lord, but also listening.”

 He urged the Knights to then ex-
pand that practice to worship as a fam-
ily, because Catholic families can be a 
great inspiration to others.

 “Thank you for being Knights of 
Columbus,” he said in conclusion. 
“Now go out and set the world on 
fire!”

Archbishop lauds Knights, acknowledges challenges

By Jill Ragar Esfeld
jill.esfeld@theleaven.org

TOPEKA — Mater 
D e i -A s s u m p t i o n 
Church here was one 
of several stops for a 

missionary image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe that was brought 
to the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City in Kansas last month. 

At the April 22 display of the 
image, Sister Beverly Brown 
spoke on its history, its sym-
bolism and Our Lady’s role as 
patroness of the Americas and 
patroness of the unborn.

She even invited those in at-
tendance to come forward and 
touch the image.

“Sometimes,” she said, 

“when you touch the heart, 
you can feel the heartbeat.”

After the talk, Mater Dei 
parishioner John Lardner, car-
rying the image, led a rosary 
procession around the Kansas 
Capitol.

The missionary image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is the 
actual size and color of the 
original miraculous image left 
on St. Juan Diego’s tilma in 
1531. 

It was blessed at the Basili-
ca of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico by the rector of the ba-
silica, Msgr. Diego Monroy, to 
bring conversions, reverence 
for life, sanctity of the family 
and solidarity to the church in 
America. 

A visit from Our Lady

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JILL RAGAR ESFELD

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann delivers the keynote address at the Knights of Columbus state convention in Topeka.

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JILL RAGAR ESFELD

People were invited to touch the missionary image of Our Lady of Guadalupe that was on display at Mater Dei -                 
Assumption Church in Topeka on April 22.
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Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann leads eucharistic adoration at Hayden High School in Topeka on April 9.

LEAVEN PHOTO BY DOUG HESSE

Sister Catherine Bussen, of the Sisters, Servants of Mary, gives a “Sister talk” for Fifth-
grade Vocations Day April 15 at Prince of Peace Church in Olathe.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH KING

Runners from St. Thomas Aquinas High School in Overland Park participate in the Walk for Life 
on April 25. Runners began at Aquinas and made a six-and-a-half-mile journey to the Advice and 
Aid Pregnancy Center. Proceeds from the event benefited the Advice and Aid Pregnancy Center, 
Birthright, Grace Center, Kansans for Life and Wyandotte Pregnancy Clinic.

Father Larry Bowers, associate pastor of Curé of Ars Parish in Leawood, and Curé of Ars seventh-grader Carrigan Rohach sing “You Got A Friend In Me” as Woody and Jessie from the film “Toy Story” as 
part of the Curé of Ars School talent show.

VOCATIONS, 
PRO-LIFE 

ACTIVITIES 
MAKE FOR 

BUSY SPRING
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“I am proud to continue the legacy of
service my grandfather and father 

began in 1946.”

FUNERAL HOME  •  CREMATORY  •  MEMORIAL CHAPELS  

10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566

Fax 913-631-2236

www.amosfamily.comGregg Amos

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

Mary (Gudenkauf) and Henry Elder, 
m e m b e r s 
of Queen of 
the Holy Ro-
sary Parish, 
O v e r l a n d 
Park, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 60th 
w e d d i n g 
a n n i v e r -

sary on May 16. The couple was married 
on May 21, 1955, at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church, Seneca. Their children are: Cheryl 
Carner, Olathe; Michael Elder, Pittsburg; 
Donna Pettit, Overland Park; Laura Myer, 
Overland Park; Gary Elder, Topeka; and 
Kathleen Gaskey, Olathe. They also have 
21 grandchildren and 25 great-grandchil-
dren. They will celebrate with a casual 
family dinner followed by a Mass.

 
Robert “Bob” and Trudy (Andra) Neis-

es, members of 
Prince of Peace 
Parish, Olathe, will 
celebrate their 
50th wedding an-
niversary on May 
8. The couple was 
married on May 8, 
1965, at St. Joseph 
Church, Conway 
Springs. Their chil-
dren are: Pamela 
Roberts, South-

aven, Mississippi; and Michelle Spearman, 
Lenexa. They also have four grandchildren. 
They will celebrate with a family dinner.

Anna Marie (Wessel) and Wayne Se-
genhagen, 
m e m b e r s 
of St. James 
P a r i s h , 
We t m o re , 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversa-
ry on May 

2. The couple was married on May 1, 1965, 
at St. William Church in Buffalo, Missouri. 
Their children are: Pat Segenhagen, Empo-
ria; Hank Segenhagen, Hutchinson; Mary 
Hammes, Hoyt; Sharon Lindteigen, Topeka; 
Cindy Osterhaus, Wetmore; and Cathy As-
tle, Topeka. They have 13 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. After Mass, they 
held a reception for friends and family at 
the residence of Dean and Cindy Osterhaus 
in Wetmore.

Jim and Jane (Hasenkamp) Henry, 
m e m b e r s 
of Sts. Peter 
and Paul Par-
ish, Seneca, 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on May 3. 
The couple 

was married on May 8, 1965, at St. Patrick 
Church, Corning. Their children are: Shelly 
Haverkamp, Holton; Brent Henry, Holton; 
Corey Henry, Hiawatha; and Ryan Henry, 
Seneca. They also have 11 grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. They had an open 
house from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall, Seneca.

Shirley (Noll) and Don Navinsky, 
members of St. 
Joseph-St. Law-
rence Parish, 
Easton, will cele-
brate their 50th 
wedding anniver-
sary on May 8. 
The couple was 
married on May 
8, 1965, at Corpus 
Christi Church, 
Mooney Creek. 
Their children are: 

Gail Nelson, Bellevue, Washington; Steve 
Navinsky, Winchester; and John Navinsky, 
Winchester. They also have five grandchil-
dren. A celebration hosted by their children 
was held May 2 at the St. Lawrence Parish 
hall in Easton. They plan to attend the arch-
diocesan 50th wedding anniversary cele-
bration at the Cathedral of St. Peter in June.

Anthony and Clarice (Boyd) Marti-
ni, members of 
Prince of Peace 
Parish in Olathe, 
will celebrate their 
60th wedding 
anniversary with 
family on May 21. 
The couple was 
married on May 
21, 1955, at St. 
Mary of the As-
sumption Church, 
Waco, Texas. They 

have two children: Joni Kellogg, Leawood; 
and Anthony Martini, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
They also have three grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

said. “It was a puzzle to them why a 
24-year-old man would want to do 
this.”

Deacon Nagle entered Kenrick- 
Glennon Seminary in St. Louis. He 
was ordained a deacon on May 17, 
2014, by Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-
mann at Curé of Ars.

“Deacon Matthew Nagle has a 
deep love for the church and the 
priesthood,” said Father Scott Wal-
lisch, archdiocesan vocations direc-
tor. 

“His background in education has 
formed him to be very good at ex-
plaining the church’s teachings and 
in handing on the faith,” he added.

But he also lives an active and bal-
anced life, which the vocation direc-
tor thinks will help in his priesthood.

“He is very athletic, which I be-
lieve will help him to be relatable to 
parishioners, especially the youth,” 
said Father Wallisch.  

So what kind of priest does Dea-
con Nagle want to be? 

A holy priest. And he wants to 
be like so many of the priests he’s 
known in his life.

“I really admire priests who . . . 
are striving to live a life of prayer and 
simplicity,” said Deacon Nagle. “I was 
very much inspired by priests who 
could address some of the intellectu-
al arguments our culture presents to 
the church and Christianity in gener-
al. 

“It inspires me to learn about 
the rich intellectual tradition of the 
church. Priests that are steeped in 
that have been an inspiration to me.”

>> Continued from page 16

Nagle puts vocation in God’s hands
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Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish
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Old memories
Sitting in the kitchen of the house 

he was born and raised in, Siebert, a 
member of St. Joseph Parish in Flush, 
doesn’t look like he’s old enough to 
have fought in the Battle of the Bulge. 
At 91, he looks and 
acts at least 20 
years younger. He 
walks gracefully, 
without assistance, 
has a strong voice 
and a sharp mind. 
Despite his age, 
he still dabbles in 
farming, raising 
cattle. 

He’s takes pride 
in his home, built 
by his father in 
1904, a picturesque 
farmhouse tucked 
off the beaten 
path a few miles 
from the nearest town. Together, he 
and his wife Barbara raised five chil-
dren in this house. It’s a life he never 
thought he would see as he was star-
ing down the barrel of a rifle on that 
1944 Christmas morning.

Siebert has no idea why he’s still 
alive, while so many others he fought 
beside aren’t.

“I said many a time that I thought 
I had a guardian angel on both shoul-
ders and they were working over-
time,” he said.

For 50 years, Siebert wouldn’t talk 
about the war. It was too painful. It 
was something he wanted to forget. 
But he couldn’t.

“For 30 years, I’d have nightmares,” 
he said. “I don’t know what I was 
dreaming of, but I would wake up so 
terribly scared.”

And during those 30 years the 
nightmares became progressively 
worse.

“Then, all of the 
sudden, they just 
quit. Just like you 
shut the switch off. 
I never had another 
one,” Siebert said.

Still, Siebert 
couldn’t talk about 
it — not to his wife. 
Not to his family.

After 50 years had 
passed, his daughter, 
who was a school-
teacher, asked if 
Siebert would like 
to talk to her class 
about the war. He 
declined. She wait-
ed a few years and 

asked again. This time he was ready.

Going to war
Siebert was drafted into the Army 

on May 4, 1944. He went to Fort Hood, 
Texas, for 17 weeks of basic training 
before he was shipped off to Europe 
and assigned to the 26th Infantry Divi-
sion as a replacement. 

He was immediately sent to the 
front lines. In the middle of December, 
his division was relieved and went to 
Metz, France, for some R&R. It didn’t 
last. The Germans launched their last 

gasp effort to turn the war around on 
Dec. 16.

“When the Battle of the Bulge start-
ed, they sent us right back out,” Sie-
bert said. “They told us to find the en-
emy and engage them.”

The fighting was fierce. That 
Christmas morning, his platoon was 
pinned down in a French town before 
taking refuge in a stone building.

“[The Germans] got a grenade in 
there finally, and we tried to find it 
in the dark but we couldn’t find it,” 
he said. “We knew when it was go-
ing to go off, so we hit the corners of 
the room and it went off. My ears still 
ring, but no one got hurt.”

Then came the tank with its 88 mm 
gun — and surrender.

“They took us back to this pile of 
dirt and had us stand behind that,” he 
recalled. “The guy next to me said, 

‘Looks like this is it.’ 
“I said, ‘It sure looks like it.’ 
“They were just about to pull the 

trigger when a vehicle pulled up be-
hind them and a German officer got 
out.”

The officer stopped the execution 
and instructed his men to take the 
Americans prisoner instead. 

Siebert was now a prisoner of war.
“We walked for days and days with 

very little to eat,” Siebert said. “Every 
once in a while, we got a little bit of 
buggy soup. As we were walking, we 
kept picking up more prisoners.”

The POWs finally arrived at a rail-
road yard where they were packed 
tight into a boxcar — standing room 
only for days . . . and no food.

The POWs eventually ended up at 
Stalag 12a in Germany.

“When we got there, one of guys 

that had been there awhile said, ‘When 
you’re first here and see a worm in 
your soup, you’ll probably dump it 
out. The next day, you will probably 
pick out the worm and eat the soup. 
After that, if you see 
one in your soup 
and he tries to crawl 
out, you’ll knock 
him back in,’” said 
Siebert. 

“That’s the truth. 
You didn’t want 
to let anything get 
away that you could 
eat,” he added.

Siebert said that, 
every once in a 
while, they would 
get some bread that was probably 20 
percent sawdust. Another time, a stray 
dog wandered into the camp and was 
shot by the guards. 

“We ate that dog,” Siebert said. “It 
gave us a little bit of meat to eat. We 
were needing some protein.”

Eventually, it became apparent to 
the Germans that they were going to 
lose the war. With the Soviets closing 
in from one direction and the Amer-
icans from the other, the German 
guards had the prisoners pack their 
belongings and start walking toward 
the American lines. 

“That night, just before dark, we 

approached the American lines,” said 
Siebert. “The guards handed us their 
guns and said, ‘We’re your prisoners 
now.’”

The Germans preferred to surren-
der to the Ameri-
cans rather than the 
Soviets, explained 
Siebert, for fear the 
Soviets would exe-
cute them immedi-
ately.

And just like that, 
the roles were re-
versed. The former 
prisoners marched 
their former captors 
to the American 
lines to safety and 

freedom. It was May 2, 1945.
“I was just real happy to be there 

and see Americans and see the Amer-
ican flag,” Siebert said. “You can’t be-
lieve how beautiful the American flag 
is after something like that.”

Six days later, the war in Europe was 
over. Siebert was ready to go home.

After the war
After returning home, Siebert got 

into farming. He rented land from a 
nearby farmer and farmed that land 
until 1966. Along the way, he got mar-

ried and had five children.
“Farming was getting poor,” he said. 

“I thought I would never be able to 
send five kids to college on what I was 
making farming.”

Luckily for him, a position opened 
up in nearby Westmoreland for a mail 
carrier. Siebert applied and got the 
job. He remained a mail carrier for 22 
years, retiring in 1988.  

He also returned to his home par-
ish, St. Joseph in Flush, where he has 
remained active for all his years.

Father Michael Peterson, pastor of 
St. Joseph, describes Siebert as a faith-
filled man who would do anything for 
his church. 

“He’s in great shape, both physi-
cally and spiritually,” Father Peterson 
said.

The war still remains a part of 
Siebert. After not talking about it 
for many years, he now talks about 
it quite a bit — to schools, veterans’ 
groups and reunions

While he’s proud of what he and the 
other soldiers that fought in the war 
accomplished, he scoffs at the notion 
that his is “The Greatest Generation,” 
as coined by Tom Brokaw.

“As far as being any greater than 
anyone else,” he said, “I don’t really 
feel that way.

“We just had a job that needed to 
be done and we went and did it.”   

I
t was not turning out to be a Merry Christ-

mas for Julian Siebert. 

It was 1944 in France. The Battle of the 

Bulge, which would claim more than 19,000 

American lives, was raging. Siebert, a U.S. 

Army private, had been shot at, survived a 

nearby grenade explosion and now a Ger-

man tank was barreling toward the building 

he had holed up in, ready to finish the job. 

Seeing no way out, Siebert and the rest of 

the American soldiers in the building surrendered. Bad deci-

sion. The Germans marched their prisoners behind the build-

ing, lined them up and took aim.

BACK FROM 
THE BRINK

SEVENTY YEARS AGO, NAZI GERMANY SURRENDERED TO ALLIED FORCES AND VICTORY 
IN EUROPE WAS DECLARED. IN HONOR OF THE MANY MEN AND WOMEN ACROSS THE 
ARCHDIOCESE WHO — BOTH ON AND OFF THE BATTLEFIELD — PAID DEARLY FOR THE 

FREEDOM WE ENJOY TODAY,  WE TELL THIS STORY OF ONE.

Above, top: Julian Siebert as a young draftee 
into the Army. Above: Siebert after he was 
taken prisoner by the Germans on Christmas 
Day 1944.

The Germans captured thousands of American GIs during the Battle of the Bulge and marched 
them to POW camps, where they were kept in horrific conditions. 
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At 91, Siebert is still the picture of health. He continues to live in the farmhouse his father built and raises cattle. Here, he holds with his Army uniform from World War II.

“For 30 years, I’d 
have nightmares. 
I don’t know what 
I was dreaming of, 
but I would wake 

up so terribly 
scared.”

“You can’t believe 
how beautiful the 
American flag is 
after something 

like that.”

BY TODD HABIGER



Medicaid expansion hit a snag, how-
ever, when a U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
in 2012 struck down this provision and 
left the decision to expand Medicaid up 
to the states.

Kansas was among the states that at 
first resisted expanding Medicaid. Cur-
rently, 30 states (including the District of 
Columbia) have expanded Medicaid un-
der the ACA, and 21 states are either dis-
cussing expansion or have not expanded 
the program.

Thanks to a budget shortfall, however, 
Kansas is taking another look at Medic-
aid expansion. Early in this year’s legis-
lative session, House Bill 2319 was intro-
duced to expand Medicare eligibility.

According to a Fiscal Note on HB 
2319, the bill would “delete a provision in 
the current law that prevents Medicaid 
eligibility from being expanded without 
a legislative act.”  

Also, the bill would direct the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment 
to develop a waiver application for a 
“budget-neutral managed care program” 
to be known as KanCare 2.0 to provide 
access for the newly eligible persons.

The newly eligible persons would be 
adults aged 19 to 65 years old with an in-

come that is equal or less than 138 per-
cent of the federal poverty level. This 
would be a $15,415 gross annual income 
for an individual or a $26,344 gross annu-
al income for a family of three, according 
to Health Policy and Research Solutions.

In the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas, counties with the highest per-
centages of adults under age 65 earning 
incomes at or below 138 percent of fed-
eral poverty level are Wyandotte Coun-
ty at 32.7 percent, Lyon at 27 percent, 
Brown at 25.6 percent, Anderson at 25.1 
percent and Linn at 23.7 percent.

 Counties in the archdiocese with 
largest numbers of those persons under 
age 65 with incomes at 138 percent of the 
federal poverty level are Douglas, John-
son, Leavenworth, Shawnee and Wyan-
dotte. The two highest are Wyandotte 
with 43,929 and Johnson County with 
42,581.

Numbers vary on how many people 
in Kansas would benefit from Medicaid 
expansion.

“The range of 135,000 to 175,000 would 
cover all the estimates I’ve seen,” said 
David Setchel, president and chief oper-
ating officer at St. Francis Health Center 
in Topeka.

The federal government would cover 
100 percent of the cost of Medicare ex-

pansion until 2016, said Setchel, and that 
would decrease to 90 percent by 2020. 

“The other way I’d characterize the 
cost to the state is, right now, by the end 
of 2015, about $355 million of taxpayer 
money from the state of Kansas is going 
to other states to expand their Medicaid 
programs because we have not done it in 
our state,” said Setchel. 

“The cost is greater and more imme-
diate to not do it than it is to do it,” he 
continued. “If not done by 2020, that fig-
ure escalates to $1.3 billion for the state 
of Kansas.”

The primary benefit of Medicaid ex-
pansion, from his perspective as a hospi-
tal administrator, is that it will cut down 
on uncompensated care from individu-
als who use hospital emergency rooms. 
The effect will be a reduction in costs to 
the health care system.

The primary downside to Medicaid 
expansion is the cost burden, but Setchel 
believes this cost will go down as people 
get better preventative care and no lon-
ger use hospital emergency rooms for 
primary medical care.

“Our estimates are that in 2016, if 
Medicaid is expanded, our uncompen-
sated care burden at St. Francis would be 
reduced between $9 to $10 million in the 
first year alone,” said Setchel.

Medicaid expansion would help 
safety-net clinics, said Amy Falk, exec-
utive director of Caritas Clinics, Inc., 
which encompasses Duchesne Clinic 
in Kansas City, Kansas, and St. Vincent 
Clinic in Leavenworth.

“It would open doors for our pa-
tients,” said Falk. “They would have in-
surance. While we would continue our 
mission to provide care to the poor and 
vulnerable, it would help us get referrals 
to hospitals and specialists.”

Even with Medicaid, there will still be 
a need for the Caritas Clinics.

“A lot of providers won’t take Med-
icaid patients,” said Falk. “There are al-
ways those individuals who may not be 
able to access physicians. You also have 
patients who have high deductible plans, 
so we work to meet them where they 
are. Our goal is to plug that hole. How 
[that hole] looks may change.”

The Medicaid expansion bill has 
been bouncing back and forth in the 
Kansas House between the committee 
on health and human services and the 
committee on taxation. Time is running 
out on the 2015 session, and it’s possible 
that supporters of HB 2319 will try to 
get it passed by bundling it into another 
bill.
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Budget shortfall led to second look at Medicaid expansion

Faith communities called to respond to mental health crisis

>> Continued from page 3

By Heather Nelson
Special to The Leaven

It’s more common than cancer, di-
abetes or heart disease. But you’d 
never know it.

Because of the stigma attached 
to it, mental illness is openly discussed 
far less than the other three diseases, 
according to the National Institute of 
Mental Health. Which means people 
sometimes lack the information or sup-
port they need to seek out a diagnosis or 
undertake treatment for a mental illness.

But the Greater Kansas City Mental 
Health Coalition is working to change all 
that. And it turned first to faith commu-
nities for help.

Faith communities can play a signifi-
cant role in reaching out to individuals 
and families struggling with a mental ill-
ness — especially because that’s where 
many people turn first in times of cri-
sis. And so, on April 23, Catholic clergy, 
women religious, lay leaders and others 
joined religious leaders of other faiths to 
learn more about how they can help.

The group met at the United Meth-
odist Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood for “The Gathering for Mental 
Health: A Faith-filled Response to Men-
tal Illness.” Its purpose was to inform 
these leaders of resources available to 
help their congregations and to share 
with them ways to offer effective sup-
port to others.

Several speakers from a range of faith 
backgrounds — Methodist, Catholic and 
Jewish — spoke on topics ranging from 
the importance of wellness to reduc-
ing the stigma to taking action. Michael 
Scherschligt, executive director of the 
School of Faith in the archdiocese, and 
Jacque Pfeifer-Moffitt, doctor of psychol-
ogy and a parishioner at St. Paul Parish 
in Olathe, discussed the importance of a 
relationship with God in their respective 
presentations on wellness and happiness. 

The Rev. Steven Blair, pastor of the 
United Methodist Church of the Resur-
rection, has worked with mental health 
ministry for four years; he focused his 
presentation on the science of depres-

sion. He used the analogy of one thumb 
swollen to twice the size of the other and 
argued that no one would try to explain 
away the visible swelling. 

“A person with depression has an in-
flamed brain and they can’t say, ‘It hurts 
here,’” said Rev. Blair. “If you get the sci-
ence right, you can get the care right.” 

In his radio show preceding the meet-
ing of religious leaders, Archbishop Jo-
seph F. Naumann suggested the rise in 
awareness of mental health issues on the 
church level was sparked by the suicide 
of a well-known pastor’s son in Califor-
nia a couple of years ago.   

Often, said the archbishop, parish 
staffs don’t feel well equipped to assist in 
the area of mental health.

“The hope is to make them aware of 
some of the resources available, and who 

to refer to and how to network better,” 
Archbishop Naumann said. 

Presenter Joy Koesten agreed. 
After recounting the origins of both 

the Jewish Community Mental Health 
Coalition and the Greater Kansas City 
Mental Health Coalition, she stressed 
the importance of reaching out.

“Mental illness is real. It’s common. 
More importantly, it’s treatable and there 
is hope on the other side,” Koesten said. 
“It’s OK to talk about it — let’s have that 
conversation.”

Pfeifer-Moffitt and her husband Mike 
Moffitt, who is both a psychologist and 
in formation for the permanent diacon-
ate for the archdiocese, hope to see the 
conversation continue within the arch-
diocese.

They hope there might ultimately be 

some type of archdiocesan program fo-
cusing on wellness and balance, address-
ing physical and mental needs.

The morning included several oppor-
tunities for prayer, and Father John Ri-
ley, archdiocesan chancellor, offered the 
closing prayer.

“I think what happened today is the 
clergy that were able to participate were 
left with a desire to reach out to include 
the persons who may be on the fringes 
of their congregations — and families 
and friends who are affected by mental 
health concerns,” said Pfeifer-Moffitt. 

The Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas provides a list of Catholic coun-
selors on its website on the office of 
marriage and family life page. To view 
the list, go to: www.archkck.org/catholic-       
counselors. 
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The Rev. Steven Blair, pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection — who has worked with mental health ministry for four years — fo-
cused his presentation on the science of depression. 
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Foster Grandparents from Wyandotte County — Mary King, left, 
and Marceline Henderson, right — visit with St. Agnes second- 
grader Aryanna Rodrigez.

Fourth-grader Daniel Henre makes a baby lap blanket as part of the school’s service day. The blankets made by the 
fourth-graders will be donated to Catholic Charities.

Eighth-grader Serena Sparks joins her classmates in weeding the garden at the New Roots for Refugees farm in Kansas City, Kansas. New Roots is a partnership of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas 
and Cultivate Kansas City.

From left, first-graders Nadia Henre, Ethan Reyes and Emerson 
Weber make cards for baby care packages. The first-graders also 
collected items for newborns.

Fifth-grader Selma Figge-Tirado helps clean up around the school’s grotto.

AT YOUR 
SERVICE
St. Agnes, Roeland Park, students turned out in force recent-
ly for the annual Rams Reach Out Day on April 22. Students 
in the lower grades worked at the school, while sixth-, sev-
enth- and eighth-graders ventured into the city to help out at 
New Roots Farm, Hope Distribution Center and Turnstyles.

Photos by DOUG HESSE



House for rent - 4409 Francis, Kansas City, Kansas. Clean, 
well-maintained home. Walk to KU Medical Center. 2 BR, 
kitchen appliances, washer and dryer, front porch with 
swing, basement storage, nice neighborhood with long-
term established families. Local family owned and managed. 
Helping students for 40 years. No pets or smoking. $775 per 
month. Call Ken or Judy Decker at (913) 432-0820.

CAREGIVING
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re look-
ing to introduce care for your family or simply looking to im-
prove your current home care quality, we can help. Our unique 
approach to home care has earned us a 99% client satisfac-
tion rating among the 1,000-plus families we have assisted. 
We are family-owned, with offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. 
Call Benefits of Home - Senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 
or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Live-in companion/caregiver - 15 years experience pro-
viding quality care that includes assisting with bathing and 
dressing, personal hygiene, cooking, light housework, dis-
pensing medications, keeping doctor appointments, running 
errands and basically doing everything to keep you happy, 
healthy and at home.  Excellent references available.  Call 
Mary at (913) 526-6235.

Caregiver - Retired nurse, recertified CMA, CNA, cosmetol-
ogy background, Swedish massage background. Available 
24/7. $25 per hour, 4-hour minimum. Call (913) 283-7733.

Day care openings - Infant to preschool age. Mon. - Fri. 6:30 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Reasonable rates. Easy access to I-635, I-35 
and I-70. Fenced yard. Excellent references. Many years of 
experience. Call Sandy at (913) 927-1309. 

Caregiver - Private caregiver. Licenses in Missouri and Kan-
sas. Would love to care for your loved one. 25 years expe-
rience. Excellent references. Available to do 24-hour care if 
needed. 6-hour minimum. Call (816) 517-9986.

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides TLC 
in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 hours 
or part-time. Affordable, excellent references, 25 years sea-
soned experience, nonsmoker. Call (816) 806-8104.

Caregiver - 45 year old female. Lots of caregiving experi-
ence. Flexible hours. Excellent references. Please call Kara at 
(913) 909-6659.

Caregiver - Caregiver with over 20 years experience wants 
to care for your loved ones. Energetic, strong and fun, can 
provide care and transportation for male or female. Excellent 
references. Call Vivian at (913) 292-4829.

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call Daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, Debbie or Gary.

VACATION
Great Colorado Getaway! - Completely furnished three- 
story condo, sleeps 10. 3 BR, Wi-Fi, all cooking facilities, 
satellite, deck with gorgeous views! Hunting, fishing, hiking, 
train rides through the mountains and much more! For rates 
and reservations, visit the website at: www.cucharavacation 
rentals.com, then Aspen Valley Lookout.

FOR SALE
Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, ceiling 
lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. Member of 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. Call Silver Cross 
KC at (913) 327-5557. 

For sale - At Mount Calvary Cemetery. Tandem crypt in mau-
soleum. Today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this space for 
$6,000. Call Marcie at (913) 712-8124.

For sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in mau-
soleum. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

WANTED TO BUY
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

Antiques wanted
Coca-Cola items and old signs. 
Indian rugs, turquoise jewelry.

Old wrist and pocket watches, postcards and photographs. 
Check your attic or basements for treasures. 

Call Chris at (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Methodist 
heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors welcome.  Mass Satur-
days at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 Euclid, Kansas 
City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father Ernie Davis. Dr. 
Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more information, send an 
email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call (816) 729-6776. 

May
A Mass and retirement recep-
tion will be held May 9 at Queen 
of the Holy Rosary Church, 7023 
W. 71st St., Overland Park, for 

Susie English, a longtime educator in the 
archdiocese and current principal at John 
Paul II School, Overland Park. Friends, for-
mer students and colleagues are invited to 
attend. You may forward well-wishes and 
memories of her by email to: john paul2@
archkckcs.org. 

The Catholic Career Roundtable Job Club 
conducts weekly workshops each Saturday 
from 8:30 - 10 a.m. at Good Shepherd Par-
ish, 12800 W. 75th St., Shawnee. Attendees 
discuss the fundamentals of transition-
ing to new careers and techniques to find 
employment in today’s business climate. 
For more information, send an email to: 
catholiccareerroundtablekc@gmail.com or 
call (816) 582-1809.

A “Women’s Afternoon of Reflection” 
will be held May 9 from noon - 3:30 p.m. 
at Sacred Heart Church, 2646 S. 34th 
St., Kansas City, Kansas. All women are 
welcome to attend. The guest speaker is 
Sister Bridget Dickason, OSB. She is a cer-
tified spiritual director through the Soul-
journers program at Mount St. Scholasti-
ca, Atchison. The cost to attend is $10 in 
advance and $15 at the door. Checks can 
be made out to Sacred Heart Altar Soci-
ety and mailed to Judy Kennedy at 5208 
Osage, Kansas City, KS 66106. For more 
information, call Kennedy at (913) 596-
2565.

Advice & Aid Pregnancy Centers will host 
the 11th annual “Walk for Life” on May 9 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Foxhill Medical Com-
plex, 4601 W. 109th St., Leawood. The 
2015 walk will raise awareness of a life-af-
firming message in our community. The 
walk is a fun, family-friendly event with 
children’s activities, prizes, prayer and 
even an appearance by KC Wolf from the 
Kansas City Chiefs. The route is less than 
2 miles — strollers and dogs are welcome. 
To register and for additional information, 
visit  the website at: www.aapcwalk.org.

The Mother Teresa farmers’ market will 
have its annual plant sale on May 9  from 
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. at the Don Akin Memo-
rial Shelter, 2014 N.W. 46th St., Topeka. 
There will be perennial flowers, shrubs, 
vegetable plants, fresh seasonal vegeta-
bles, leaf vegetables, radishes, kale, spin-
ach and rhubarb. All proceeds go to the 
Topeka Rescue Mission and the less fortu-
nate in the local community. Come and see 
what is available and enjoy a great time.

The 6th annual “Running with the Cows” 
race will be held May 9 at Holy Rosary - 
Wea School, 22705 Metcalf, Bucyrus. The 
half marathon begins at 7:30 a.m., with the 

5K starting at 8 a.m. The enthusiasm of 
the runners, community spirit and incred-
ible spread of food makes this an event 
not to miss. It’s not too late to register or 
volunteer. For more details, visit the web-
site at: www.runningwiththecows.com. 
The event will benefit Holy Rosary - Wea 
School and Catholic Relief Services.

Training for new respite volunteers will 
be held May 9 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at 
St. Joseph Health Center, located at I-435 
and State Line Rd. Respite is a rewarding 
ministry giving companionship and care 
to a person unable to be alone, while al-
lowing the caregiver some much needed 
time away. Men and women are needed to 
become volunteers. Respite is sponsored 
by the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Woman, and trained volunteers are in-
sured against liability. Volunteers serve in 
their own parish. For more information, 
call Pat Scheibel at (913) 897-6589.

The May holy rosary rally in Hon-
or of Our Lady of Fatima will be 
held on Mother’s Day, May 10, 
from 3 - 4:15 p.m. at the Church 

of the Ascension, 9510 W. 127th St., Over-
land Park. For driving instructions or future 
dates for the Kansas City monthly holy 
rosary rallies, visit the website at: www.
rosaryrallieskc.org.

A program for education and 
support for domestic violence 
is held Tuesdays from 10 - 11 a.m. 
at the Keeler Women’s Center, 

2220 Central Ave., Kansas City, Kansas. 
To register, call (913) 906-8990 or vis-
it the website at: www.keelerwomens    
center.org.

St. Paul Church, 900 S. Honey-
suckle Dr., Olathe, will host a ro-
sary/May crowning/Benedic-
tion on May 13 in honor of the 

Blessed Mother. You may bring flowers, 
and children may wear their first Com-
munion clothes. Everyone is invited.

The rural communities of the 
archdiocese will be blessed and 
celebrated at Christ’s Peace 
House of Prayer, 22131 Meagh-

er Rd., Easton, on St. Isidore’s feast day, 
May 15. Mass will be at  noon, followed 
by a blessing on the families, farms and 
businesses of the rural community.  A 
simple meal will follow, with time for 
visiting and touring the grounds.  If you 
are unable to attend, send us the names 
of your family, farm and business for the 
blessing. If you plan on attending, RSVP 
by calling (913) 773-8255 or send an 
email to: info@christspeace.com.

Immaculata Hall of Fame Cele-
bration, honoring Msgr. Charles 
McGlinn and Frank Mazeitis, will 
be held May 16.  Mass begins at 

4:30 p.m. in Annunciation Chapel, fol-

lowed by a dinner and the program at 
St. Joseph Dining Hall at the University 
of Saint Mary, 4100 S. 4th St., Leaven-
worth. RSVP by May 1. For more infor-
mation, visit the website at: www.leaven 
worthcatholicschools.org or call the de-
velopment office at (913) 682-7801. 

Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish, 3601 
S.W.  17th St., Topeka, will host its “Sum-
merFest 5K Fun Run/Walk – Off Road” 
on May 16. The 5K will begin at 8 a.m. 
at the Hayden High School track, 401 
S.W. Gage Blvd., Topeka. For more infor-
mation or to print a registration form, 
visit the website at: www.mphm.com/     
summerfest/home; to register online, 
visit: www.active.com. Early registration 
ends on May 4.

Most Pure Heart of Mary Par-
ish, Topeka, will host its annual 
SummerFest on May 22-23 on 
the parish grounds, 3601 S.W. 

17th St. The hours are 4 - 11 p.m. on Fri-
day and 10 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
There will be carnival games and prizes, 
inflatables, mechanical rides, barbecue, 
Saturday night chicken dinner, an eve-
ning beer garden, local food vendors, 
a garden emporium, a used book sale, 
bingo, paint therapy and entertainment 
on the main stage. Visit the website for 
more information at: www.mphm.com/
summerfest/home or call the parish of-
fice at (785) 272-5590.

Christ’s Peace House of Prayer, 
22131 Meagher Rd., Easton, will 
host a retreat on the Holy Spirit, 
“Fire in the Soul,” on Pentecost 

weekend, May 23 - 24. The retreat will 
have a number of talks, eucharistic ado-
ration, Mass at the local parish, commu-
nal prayer and time for reflection, private 
prayer, spiritual reading and walking. 
If you are interested, send an email to: 
info@christspeace.com or call (913) 
773-8255.

The annual charismatic Pente-
cost Mass will be held May 24 at 
1:30 p.m. at St. Pius X Church, 
5500 Woodson Rd., Mission. For 

more information, call (913) 649-2026. 

Do you know someone in need of minor 
home repairs, yard work or just a good 
clean out of a basement or garage? 
Catholic HEART (Helping Everyone At-
tain Repairs Today) will be in Kansas 
City July 13 - 16. Catholic HEART pro-
vides a team of willing hearts and hands 
to come to your aid. We can supply the 
tools, the labor and some materials. Re-
quests for assistance must be submitted 
before June 1. For information, call Scott 
See at (913) 208-4610; Ernie Boehner at 
(913) 433-2085; or Rick Cheek at (913) 
284-1725.
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EMPLOYMENT
Appeal coordinator - The Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas is seeking an individual with administrative expe-
rience in managing fundraising appeals. The position is 
essential to the successful operation of the archdiocese’s 
annual appeal and reports to the executive director of 
stewardship and development. Ideal candidate will be a 
practicing Catholic in good standing; have experience 
working in a fundraising environment; be proficient at 
data input and analysis; and demonstrate effective com-
munication skills, written and verbal. Position requires a 
bachelor’s degree and minimum of two years experience 
in a fundraising environment, preferably experience uti-
lizing Blackbaud’s Raiser’s Edge database.  A complete 
job description, application and benefits information are 
available on the archdiocese’s website at: www.archkck.
org/jobs. Interested individuals should mail cover letter, 
resume and application by May 18 to: Archdiocese of 
Kansas City in Kansas, Office of Human Resources, Appeal 
Coordinator Search, 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 
66109, or send by email to: jobs@archkck.org.

Accountant - All Saints Parish and Resurrection School 
are seeking an accountant to work with both locations. 
This is a full-time position, scheduled for 30 hours per 
week. This position is responsible for all accounting func-
tions, including day-to-day processing and operations; 
preparing annual financial statements and periodic re-
porting for board and committee meetings; recording 
transactions; and payroll related functions. Ideal candi-
date will be a practicing Catholic in good standing; high 
degree of accuracy and attention to details; and the ability 
to work independently and under time constraints. Posi-
tion requires a bachelor’s degree in accounting or closely 
related field with a minimum three to five years’ experi-
ence. A complete job description, application and benefits 
information are available on the archdiocese’s website at: 
www.archkck.org/jobs. Interested individuals should mail 
cover letter, resume and application by May 22 to: Archdi-
ocese of Kansas City in Kansas, Office of Human Resourc-
es, Accountant Search, 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, 
KS 66109, or send by email to: jobs@archkck.org.

Customer service specialist - Wellington is searching for 
a customer service specialist that interacts with clients 
and delivers best-practice customer service, via the phone 
and online. S/he must possess an energetic, customer- 
focused demeanor and be willing to go the extra mile in 
solving challenges and meeting client requests whenever 
possible. In addition, the customer service specialist will 
assist account management teams with a variety of tasks 
that require excellent organization and problem-solving 
skills. Please apply online at: https://ciims.cindexinc.com/
job/68ef81. $15 per hour.

Director of religious education - Holy Cross Parish, 
Overland Park, is seeking a director of religious education. 
This position involves approximately 30 hours a week. 
This person will develop and coordinate catechetical and 
sacramental preparation programs for elementary school 
children (grades K-6) and their families from diverse back-
grounds, including our Hispanic population. The director 
must be a practicing Catholic and registered in a parish. 
Skills in applied theology, sacraments, Scripture, prayer, 
catechetical methods, education, communication and 
administration are needed. A bachelor’s degree in one of 
these fields is preferred. Should have three to five years 
of experience with a diverse community as a catechist, 
program coordinator or school teacher. Ability to speak, 
read and write in English and Spanish is preferred but 
not required.  The ability to use computers and other 
communication technology is necessary. Virtus training 
is required. For more information or to submit a resume, 
send an email to: mstubbs@holycrossopks.org. Deadline 
for resume submission is May 26.

Director of youth ministry - St. Ann Catholic Church, 
Prairie Village, is looking for a dynamic and faithful di-
rector of youth ministry. This is a full-time position 
and responsibilities include outreach to all high school 
and junior high in the parish boundaries (Catholic and 
non-Catholic/non-Christian alike) as well as planning, 
directing and running all daily meetings, Bible studies, 
service and social events. Applicants should be able 
to clearly and passionately articulate their vision of 
leading youth closer to Jesus Christ and his church by 
living, modeling and preaching the new evangelization. 
Candidate must be a practicing Catholic and have previ-
ous experience in Catholic youth ministry. Competitive 
applicants should have a degree in theology, religious 
studies, youth ministry or related field. The ability to 
work with social media and technology is also desired. 
Competitive benefits and salary. Equal opportunity em-
ployer. Visit the website at: www.stannpv.org. Please 
send cover letter and resume by email to Shaw Leach at: 
sleach@stannpv.org. 

Assistant director - Rockhurst University is seeking 
an assistant director of campus ministry. The assistant 
director oversees the retreat program, coordinates 
small faith-sharing groups, assists with departmental 
offerings and supervises student employees. Qualified 
candidates must have a bachelor’s degree (master’s pre-
ferred) in theology or related field along with a desire to 
work with college students, an invitational and inclusive 
approach to ministry, strong pastoral skills, flexibility 
and a willingness to enthusiastically embrace and in-
culcate the Catholic and Jesuit identity of the university.   
For a complete job description, please visit the website 
at: www.rockhurst.edu.  

Custodial - St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee, has an opening 
for summer help to do painting, yard work and cleaning. 
40 hours per week. Great summer job for college stu-
dents. Call (913) 631-5983.

Young people’s minister - St. Gregory Parish, Maryville, 
Missouri, a 900+ family community, is seeking a full-time 
person to lead our middle school and high school youth 
programs as well as develop a program for single and mar-
ried young adults to assist them in their faith journey. Sal-
ary is commensurate with experience and diocesan scale. 
Submit your resume and three references to Father Martin 
DeMeulenaere, OSB, pastor, by email to: frmartinosb@
gmail.com no later than June 1.

Teachers - The Goddard School, 21820 W. 115th Terr., 
Olathe, is looking for qualified lead teachers and as-
sistant teachers — both full- and part-time positions 
available. Infant lead teacher, full time; assistant teach-
er, full-time floating position; preschool teacher, full and 
part time. In our warm, loving atmosphere our highly 
qualified teachers support the healthy development of 
children from 6 weeks to 6 years. Our teachers write 
and implement their own lesson plans based on our 
FLEX program, Goddard developmental guidelines and 
our monthly school theme. Lead teachers also com-
plete other duties such as electronic daily attendance 
reports, progress reports and parent conferences. The 
hands-on efforts of the school owner and directors al-
low our teachers to focus on their children, their lesson 
plans and teaching to ensure a fun-filled day of learning. 
Full-time benefits include competitive pay, paid time off, 
opportunities for professional development and career 
growth, and a great working environment. Qualified can-
didates must meet or exceed Kansas regulations, have 
strong communication skills and desire to learn and 
implement the Goddard School programs. Lead teach-
ers should have an early childhood education degree or 
a CDA or a degree in a related field with an emphasis 
in early childhood education. Prior experience in a child 
care setting is preferred. Please specify for which po-
sition you are applying. To apply, forward your resume 
by email to: olathe2ks@goddardschools.com, attention   
Mandy Ellis, director.

Coordinator/director - The Church of Nativity, a 
2,100-family parish in Leawood, seeks a part-time co-
ordinator of religious education and a part-time RCIA 
director. These two positions may be combined into one 
full-time position for qualified individuals. Applicants 
must be faith-filled practicing Catholics with appropri-
ate skills and educational background. For immediate 
consideration, please download and submit application 
online at: www.kcnativity.org. Positions are open until 
filled. For more information, call (913) 491-5017.
          
Teachers - St. Ann Young Child Center, Prairie Village, 
is seeking to fill the following positions: Three-year-olds 
full-time lead preschool teacher: must have a degree 
in early childhood or elementary education; Part-time 
teacher’s aide for preschool classrooms and lunch duty: 
varied times; Afterschool extended-care program teach-
er: Mon. - Fri. from 3 - 6 p.m. Must be at least 21 years 
of age; Afterschool aide: Mon. - Thurs. from 3 - 5:30 p.m. 
Must be self-motivated and be at least 16 years of age. 
All of the above positions must enjoy working with chil-
dren. For more information, call Tati at (913) 362-4660.

Teacher assistant - Special Beginnings, Lenexa, is seek-
ing full- or part-time teacher assistants at all locations. We 
are looking for a teacher assistant candidate who has an 
excellent work ethic, heart for children, and a willingness 
to learn more about early childhood education. Experience 
and/or education is a plus but we will train the right candi-
date. Teacher assistants will work with the lead teacher to 
care for and educate the children. Primary responsibilities 
include assisting the lead teacher with: care and super-
vision of children, lesson plan implementation, parent 
communication, cleanliness and organization of class-
room. Starting hourly pay ranges based on experience and 
education. Pay increases are based on job performance. 
Opportunities for advancement are available as the com-
pany prefers to promote from within. Apply by sending an 
email to chris@specialbeginningsonline.com or in person 
at 10216 Pflumm Rd., Lenexa, KS 66215.

Construction superintendent - KC metro and Midwest-
ern states. Minimum 10 years experience running Quick 
Serve food and tenant Improvement projects. Ground-up 
skills preferred. Excellent communication abilities needed 
with client project managers. Seeking a leader with strong 
hands-on carpentry skills. Must be able to work with and 
direct subcontractors, and able to do complete project 
layout. Must have own truck and hand tools. Computer 
skills required. Overtime paid, fuel allowance, per diem 
when traveling. Our company has over 45 years Quick 
Serve food, retail and professional tenant improvement 
experience with both local and national clients. This is a 
100% field position. If you are an “in the office” project 
manager, please do not apply.  Drug test required. Send 
resume by email to: gc212102@yahoo.com.

Drivers - Special Beginnings Early Learning Center is seek-
ing part-time drivers for its school-age program located in 
Lenexa. Candidates must be able to drive a 13-passenger 
minibus, similar to a 15-passenger van. CDL not required, 
but must have an excellent driving record. Candidates 
would pick up children from area schools and then work 
directly with them when arriving back at the center. Ex-
perience preferred. Must have strong work ethic and the 
ability to work with children. Insurance provided. Back-
ground check will be conducted. Great opportunity for re-
tired persons or those seeking a second job. Job responsi-
bilities include: ensuring safety and well-being of children 
who are being transported at all times, including loading 
and unloading. Driving short, round-trip routes to elemen-
tary schools in Lenexa/Olathe area. Summer only: Driving 
short, round- trip routes to two Lenexa city pools. Main-
taining mileage log. Keeping interior of vehicle clean. Ap-
ply by sending an email to chris@specialbeginningsonline.
com or in person at 10216 Pflumm Rd., Lenexa KS 66215.

Handbell choir director - Talented  handbell choir seeks 
paid director for weekly rehearsals and monthly Masses 
at Holy Trinity Church, Lenexa. View the job description 
online at: www.htlenexa.org/music-ministries. Position 
begins July 1. Contact Dr. Chloë Stodt at (913) 895-0682 
or send an email to: cstodt@htlenexa.org.

Grants manager - Catholic Charities of Kansas City- St. 
Joseph is offering a rewarding career opportunity to 
individuals interested in working as a full-time grants 
manager, program manager for education and support, 
CNA, and for a health services program manager. For a 
complete job description, please visit the website at: 
www.catholiccharities-kcsj.org.

SERVICES
Complete plumbing and bath

Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 
install, bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.

Serving Johnson County for 20 years.
Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

TORNADO SHELTERS
Certified for F5 tornado, meets all FEMA requirements

1/4” steel, wheelchair accessible
Absolute access and elevator

Call Dan Weddle at (913) 851-8790

Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. 
Call (913) 940-2959.

CLUTTER GETTING YOU DOWN? Organize, fix, assem-
ble, install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional orga-
nizer and “HONEY-DO-LIST” specialist. Call today for a 
free consultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. References. 
Visit our website at: www.KOATINDUSTRIES.com.

Housecleaning - Old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- 
ping, etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. 
References from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. 
Call Sharon at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 
(mobile). Serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted Memories  - Your Kansas City Longarm Shop 
- Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts 
- Custom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, 
etc., neckties etc. For information or to schedule a free 
consultation, call (913) 649-2704. Visit the website at: 
www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consulta-
tion, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.
com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.
com. Please do not wait until life seems hopeless before 
getting good quality legal advice that may solve your 
financial stress.

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-genera-
tion bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, Olathe. Call 
(913) 829-4336.

Professional window cleaning - Residential only. In-
sured and bonded. Over 40 years experience. Free esti-
mates. Contact Gene Jackson at (913) 593-1495.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.

Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - Water heaters, gar-
bage disposals, toilets, faucets, painting, power wash-
ing,doors, storm doors, gutter cleaning, wood rot, mow-
ing, carpet, roofing, etc. Member of Holy Angels Parish. 
Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118. 

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! 
Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655. 

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, Olathe. Call (913) 
829-4336.

Last year was a great year, thank you to all my cus-
tomers! Spring is around the corner and we do decks, 
windows, doors, house painting (interior and exterior), 
wood rot, deck staining and siding. You name it, we can 
do it. No job too big or small, just give us a call. Insured.  
Call Josh at (913) 709-7230.

Get the job done right the first time
Kansas City’s Premier Services

Decks and fences
Power washing, staining and preserving

Call for a FREE estimate
Brian (913) 952-5965, Holy Trinity parishioner

Jim (913) 257-1729, Holy Spirit parishioner

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Lawn/Landscaping - Mowing, mulch, dirt work, sod, 
tree trimming, landscape rock, gutter cleaning, and 
power washing. Mention this ad for special pricing. Call 
(816) 509-0224.

DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
Everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

HARCO Exteriors LLC
Your Kansas City fencing specialists

Family owned and operated
(913) 815-4817

www.harcoexteriorsllc.com

Swalms Organizing - Downsizing - Clean Out Service.  
Reduce clutter - Any space organized.  Shelving built on 
site. Items hauled for recycling and donations.  20 years 
exp, insured.  Call Tillar: (913) 375-9115. WWW.SWALMS 
ORGANIZING.COM.

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling 

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design * Free estimates

Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!
Call Lupe at (816) 252-1391

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy - I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark Edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish member.     

For sale or rent - Pinebrook condo, 7428 W. 102nd Ct., 
Overland Park. Beautiful big living and dining room. 1 BR, 1 
BA, sunroom, eat-in kitchen. Almost everything is new. Fur-
nished. Heat and hot water included. Lots of storage space, 
walk-in closet. No smoking or pets. $75,000 for sale, or 
$850 rent per month. Call Mrs. Booker at (913) 341-8273.
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As pastor of a 
diverse parish, I re-
ceive various signs 
of respect from 

members of different ethnic 
groups. 

For example, the Vietnam-
ese will often greet me with 
a bow. Filipinos will some-
times touch my right hand 
to their forehead to show 
respect. Hispanics might kiss 
my hand. 

These signs of respect 
come to mind when I hear 
Sunday’s first reading — Acts 
10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48. It be-
gins with the words: “When 
Peter entered, Cornelius met 
him and, falling at his feet, 
paid him homage.”

Cornelius shows Peter 
this extreme respect because 
he believes that God has sent 
Peter to him. The day before, 
Cornelius had received a 
vision in which an angel ex-
plained to him how he would 
encounter Peter the next day. 
If an angel sent you a visitor, 

you might kiss his feet, too.
Peter responds to Corne-

lius’ action by saying, “Get 
up. I myself am also a human 
being.” By these words to 
Cornelius, Peter stresses 
what they share in common: 
their humanity. 

Similarly, during his visit 
with Cornelius, Peter em-
phasizes what the Gentiles 
share in common with the 
Jewish people, rather than 
their differences: “In truth, 
I see that God shows no 
partiality. Rather, in every 

nation whoever fears him 
and acts uprightly is accept-
able to him.”

Because of God’s willing-
ness to accept the Gentiles 
on the same basis as the 
Jewish people, Peter pro-
ceeds to baptize the Gentiles 
present, who have shown 
signs of their conversion. 
They have been listening 
to Peter speak about Jesus:  
“While Peter was still speak-
ing these things, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon all who were 
listening to the word. The 
circumcised believers who 
had accompanied Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit should have been 
poured out on the Gentiles 
also, for they could hear 
them speaking in tongues 
and glorifying God.”

 This incident in the 
Acts of the Apostles — the 
baptism of Cornelius and his 
household — points to how 
Gentiles started to belong 
to a church which originally 

was completely Jewish. It 
was a difficult transition. 
At first, there were some 
church members who did 
not wish to accept Gentiles 
into the fold. But finally, they 
all agreed to admit Gentiles, 
who eventually dominated 
the church.

This issue might appear 
to us as past history. There 
is no longer any question of 
allowing Gentiles to be bap-
tized. It happens all the time. 

On the other hand, we 
sometimes still have difficul-
ty recognizing others as full 
members. Think, for exam-
ple, of someone who moves 
into a small town, where 
the parish is a tightknit, and 
somewhat closed, communi-
ty. Will they be welcomed? 

Or, think of a Hispanic 
family that attempts to join 
a largely Anglo parish. Will 
they be given a cold shoul-
der? 

God shows no partiality. 
But do we? 

“Bless me, Fa-
ther, for I have 
sinned . . .”

So began an 
email that I received early 
last December. “I am sure 
you already know this, but 
the timer that was going 
off in church last night was 
mine.”

The person went on to 
say that she’d met a friend at 
Subway to catch up and had 
set the timer on her phone 
for 45 minutes, so she could 
leave in time for church. 
These friends chatted away 
until my parishioner looked 
at the clock and saw it was 
time to leave for Mass. I’ll 
let her pick up the story 
again:

“So, of course, the church 
is quiet because you are 
giving the homily and I hear 
something that sounds like 
a timer going off. My first 
thought is, ‘Oh, my gosh, 
how embarrassing for that 
person.’ Of course, the timer 
went off again and I am be-
ginning to wonder if this is 
my phone, but hey, I KNOW 
I turned it off. By the third 
ring, I am horrified to re-
alize it is indeed the timer 

of my phone going off — I 
guess silencing the phone 
does not turn off the timer 
alarm! I am so sorry. When 
I got home, I realized that 
I set the time for one hour 
and 45 minutes. Again, I am 
sorry for the rude (and ex-
tended) interruption during 
your sermon.”

Let’s now jump ahead a 
month. I was at the United 
Methodist Church in town 
listening to a presentation 
on the death penalty that my 
parish and the Methodist 
church jointly sponsored. 
We were into a Q & A ses-
sion when, all of a sudden, 
about a half dozen phones 
went off simultaneously, in-

cluding the pastor’s. With a 
sheepish smile, he explained 
to the speaker and the rest 
of us there that the noisy 
interruption was part of an 
initiative of the church.

During 2015, those 
Methodist church members 
were encouraged to stop 
and pray for someone each 
day. As a reminder, they 
set their phones to go off at 
8:15 p.m., or 20:15 (get it?) 
in military time. Obligingly, 
all in church stopped that 
mid-January night for a min-
ute or so of silent prayer. I 
was touched and impressed 
with that simple, but power-
ful, gesture. 

I’d forgotten all about the 
above events until this past 
Palm Sunday morning when 
my iPhone rang, loud and 
clear, during the prayer of 
the faithful. I wish I could 
say it was my reminder to 
pray for someone, but it 
wasn’t. I was in such a hurry 
that morning that I left my 
phone in my shirt pocket 
(where its ringing could 
be amplified by my micro-
phone). The congregation 
said my face was redder 
than the vestment I was 

wearing.
OK, this column is not 

about remembering to shut 
off your phone when you 
come to church, but about 
adopting the great idea of 
our Methodist friends. For 
the rest of this year of 2015, 
how about choosing some-
one to pray for at 8:15 p.m. 
every day. Be creative: Pray 
for one person the rest of 
the year, or for a new person 
each month, or for one 
person on Mondays, another 
on Tuesdays, someone else 
on Wednesdays, etc. And let 
the person or persons you’re 
praying for know about your 
20:15 plan. Heck, they may 
even end up praying for you 
in return.

Just one caution, though: 
On days when you might be 
at a movie or in church or 
at the theater or attending 
a concert in the evening, 
don’t forget to totally shut 
off your phone and shift 
your 20:15 prayer time a 
bit. Otherwise, the only 
prayer you’ll be saying in 
those situations is for the 
forgiveness of those you’ve 
disturbed! 
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FATHER 
MARK GOLDASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MARK MY WORDS

In Sunday’s reading, we learn God shows no ‘partiality’

FATHER MIKE STUBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
University.

IN THE BEGINNING

SCRIPTURE READINGS

SIXTH WEEK OF EASTER

May 10
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48
Ps 98: 1-4
1 Jn 4: 7-10
Jn 15: 9-17

May 11
Monday
Acts 16: 11-15
Ps 149: 1b-6a, 9b
Jn 15:26 – 16:4a

May 12
Nereus and Achilleus, martyrs; 
Pancras, martyr
Acts 16: 22-34
Ps 138: 1-3, 7c-8
Jn 16: 5-11

May 13
Our Lady of Fatima
Acts 17:15, 22 – 18:1
Ps 148: 1-2, 11-14
Jn 16: 12-15

May 14
MATTHIAS, APOSTLE
Acts 1: 15-17, 20-26
Ps 113: 1-8
Jn 15: 9-17

May 15
Isidore
Acts 18: 9-18
Ps 47: 2-7
Jn 16: 20-23

May 16
Saturday
Acts 18: 23-28
Ps 47: 2-3, 8-10
Jn 16: 23b-28

POPE FRANCIS
The Christian community is not a “mu-

seum of memories,” but a living faith com-
munity continually called by God to set out 
in new directions and to address new needs, 
Pope Francis said. Some people object, “But, 
Father, why create so many problems? Let’s 
do what we’ve always done; we’ll be safer 
that way,” he said in a homily April 28 during 

Mass in the chapel of his residence, the Do-
mus Sanctae Marthae. 

At the same time, he said, not everything 
that is new is good. “It’s the Holy Spirit who 
helps us see the truth,” the pope said, accord-
ing to Vatican Radio. “We cannot do it alone.” 
The need for discernment, he said, began 
immediately after Jesus’ resurrection when 
the disciples began to go out and preach 
salvation in Christ. Many of the early Chris-

tians, he said, were nervous when they heard 
that some disciples were baptizing Greeks 
and pagans, not only Jews like themselves. 
While Isaiah had prophesied that the Messiah 
would come to save all peoples, many of the 
disciples did not understand, he said. “They 
didn’t understand that God is the God of the 
new. ‘I will make all things new,’ he tells us.”

— CNS

Is it time for you to do some praying?
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As a remind-
er, this is the 
second part 

of my exciting two-
part series!

When I signed off in 
March, I left you hanging 
while I was on the streets 
talking to CEF supporters. 
I have heard from some 
of you that you lost sleep 
waiting for this column. No 
more counting sheep for 
you! Here it is.

It is customary in May 
for me to thank you for your 
support of the Catholic 
Education Foundation and 
for caring about our CEF 
families and students. I am 

going to do that again, but I 
want to share excerpts from 
a letter received from a CEF 
supporter. I think you are 
going to like it.

“My two children go to 
a lovely school in Prairie 
Village. It is undoubtedly 

a school of very lucky kids 
with a lot of resources. Our 
precious daughter just start-
ed there at about 18 months 
old. One of her teachers is a 
hard-working, single mom 
with a young son at one 
of your CEF schools. She 
inadvertently disclosed to 
me that she was having a 
hard time financially, and I 
say inadvertently because I 
happened to catch her at a 
down moment and prodded 
a bit more. I immediately 
recommended that she seek 
out the possible help of 
CEF. This was about three 
months ago.

“Anyhow, I had been out 
of town for a month for 
work until yesterday, and 
she made it a point to seek 

me out at pickup today. She 
told me that her son’s prin-
cipal had written a letter 
of recommendation to CEF 
and her son was fortunate 
to receive a scholarship. To 
say she was grateful would 
be an understatement. She 
was completely ashamed 
that she had fallen on hard 
times, as her son’s Catho-
lic education is one of the 
most important things in the 
world to her.

“I reassured her that CEF, 
of all organizations, under-
stands that good parents 
can fall on hard times and 
they appreciate that she 
values her son’s Catholic 
education above almost 
everything else. She thanked 
me, hugged me and said she 

planned to give money to 
the school and CEF when 
she could because they 
had helped her in a time of 
need. I was so touched that I 
almost couldn’t respond!

“Anyway, in this won-
derful, scary and confusing 
thing that we call life, I call 
this one of the good, good 
days. And I wanted to share. 
You all are making a differ-
ence!”

Thanks to you, this 
school year CEF helped 
a record 1,363 kids attend 
Catholic schools in our 
archdiocese. You just heard 
about one of these kids. You 
truly are assisting in making 
a positive difference in these 
young people’s lives. Thank 
you!

Bad things happen to good parents — but good things like you do, too

MICHAEL MORRISEY
Michael Morrisey is the executive 
director of the Catholic Education 
Foundation. You can reach him at 
(913) 647-0383 or send an email to 
him at: mmorrisey@archkck.org. 

CEF CENTERED

“An Evening in Honor 
of Our Lady of Fatima”  

May Crowning /Rosary / Benediction
7 p.m., May 13 

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima

St. Paul Catholic Church
900 S.W. Honeysuckle Olathe, KS 66061

                                  

To implore Mary’s intercession 

for world Peace

         

There will be a procession and you 

may bring flowers — children may 

wear their FirstCommunion clothes 

to honor Jesus & Mary.                                            

                                                                           

Confessions will be offered from 6 

p.m. to 7 p.m. prior to the Rosary

For more info call Barb at (913) 481-1745 

Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas
• Catholic Bequests

• Gift Annuities

• Endowments

Remember a gift to the church in your will
(913) 647-0325  CFNEK@archkck.org  www.cfnek.org

• Donor Advised Funds

• Named Scholarship Funds

• Memorial Funds

Preserve Your Family’s Wealth!
KEVIN L. PETRACEK, ATTORNEY
JD, LL.M.-Taxation, CPA, CFP®
Parman & Easterday

Estate Planning · Wills · Trusts · Probate · Elder Law
(4th Degree K of C Member)
Call for a Free Initial Consultation
10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 160, Overland Park, KS 66211
(913) 385-9400 · www.parmanlaw.com

Also Serving Topeka, Lawrence, Emporia and Neighboring Communities

Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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 By Joe Bollig
joe.bollig@theleaven.org

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— One great truth 
all Christians need 
to embrace is this: 
Nothing escapes the 
will of God — not 
even difficult situa-

tions or suffering.
Deacon Matthew Nagle, 30, discov-

ered this truth when he experienced 
a serious personal trial during his dis-
cernment of his vocation to the priest-
hood. 

He passed through this storm by 
placing his trust in God, and that trust 
eventually led him to the altar.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann will 
ordain Deacon Matthew Nagle and 
three other men to the priesthood at 
10:30 a.m. on May 23 at St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish in Leawood.

Deacon Nagle was raised in Over-
land Park, one of three children of Jack 
and Mimi Nagle. They belonged to 
Curé of Ars Parish in Leawood. They 
were a conventional Catholic family in 
most aspects. The kids went to Curé of 
Ars Grade School.

He and his brother Jack used to serve 
Mass. When he was 16, he wanted to 
quit, but his father persuaded him to 
serve one last time for a cousin who was 
getting married. 

“This is the last time you’ll have to 
serve a Mass,” he told Deacon Nagle.

“I laugh about that,” he said. “In [the]
seminary, I served Mass all the time.”

Deacon Nagle doesn’t remember 
anyone asking him if he ever thought 
of the priesthood while he was growing 
up.

“Someone might have asked in an 

offhand, casual way, but nothing stands 
out,” he said. “Growing up, I didn’t think 
about it all that much.”

He had, however, a great-uncle he al-
ways looked up to: Father Kieran McIn-
erny, OSB, of St. Benedict’s Abbey in 
Atchison. 

He went to Rockhurst High School in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and graduated in 
2003. That fall, he went to the Universi-
ty of Kansas in Lawrence.

 “You grow up and plan out: ‘I’ll go 
to college, probably meet a girl I real-
ly like and find a job I really like,’” he 
said. “The priesthood didn’t fit into that 
equation.”

The first person to seriously ask him 
if he had any thoughts about the priest-
hood was then-archdiocesan vocations 
director Father Brian Schieber. 

“I think I was polite, but I told him I 
wasn’t that interested,” said Deacon Na-
gle. “But it planted some seeds. It began 
brewing in the back of my mind. I no-
ticed from that day on that, sometimes, 
the priesthood became attractive in a 
way it never was before.”

Deacon Nagle became more involved 
in the St. Lawrence Catholic Campus 
Center at KU during his last two years.

“The more I got involved, the more 
people would bring it up,” he said. “I 
don’t think I admitted to anyone that 
this was something I needed to look 
into. That was only after I graduated.”

But as he attended catechetical class-
es, undertook spiritual direction with 
the Apostles of the Interior Life and 
participated in the center’s retreats, his 
faith began to grow. He graduated from 
the University of Kansas in 2007 with a 
bachelor’s degree in history.

Deacon Nagle was hired by the cen-
ter after graduation to help run some of 
its ministries.

 “During the spring of my senior year, 
I was diagnosed with a brain tumor, 
which was kind of a shock,” he said. “I 
had a couple of surgeries, in 2009 and 
2010, and a brief period of chemother-
apy.”

 “It helped me grow in my faith — 
having to go through that experience,” 
he continued. “It helped me trust in God 
more. It helped me, frankly, be open to 
my vocation more.”

One of the Sisters of the Apostles of 
the Interior Life gave him some great 
wisdom: Nothing escapes the will of 
God. And God can bring something 
good out of even a terrible thing, even if 
one cannot see it at the time.

“You have to trust in him [she said] 
and trust that he will not abandon you,” 
said Deacon Nagle. “He’s going to use 
this for some good that will make all the 
suffering worth it.”

Deacon Nagle actually began to fill 
out a seminary application in the spring 
of 2008, but got cold feet and decided 
he needed more time to discern. So, he 
took a job offer as a teacher, and football 
and basketball coach at St. Pius X High 
School in Kansas City, Missouri. He was 
there from 2008 to 2009.

“I found that I really liked teaching 
and coaching, but I got a sense that God 
might be calling me to the priesthood,” 
he said. I remember thinking to myself, 
‘If I don’t do this now — go to [the] 
seminary and check it out — I’m going 
to regret it. I owe this to God.’ 

“I didn’t want to be 35 and say I wish 
I had at least tried it out.”

The most interesting reaction came 
from his students.

“Many of them had never known 
anyone who went to [the] seminary, he 

PERSONALLY SPEAKING
MATTHEW NAGLE
Age: 30 
Born: Kansas City, Missouri 
Raised: Overland Park
Parents: Jack and Mimi Nagle
Siblings: John and Kelly Nagle
Current home parish: Curé of Ars, 
Leawood
Favorite TV/Online show: I watch 
sports more than anything — foot-
ball, basketball and baseball.
Favorite social networking tool: 
Facebook 
Breviary: old school dead tree or 
high tech digital (and why)?: Old 
school breviary — it just is easier for 
me to pray with a book rather than 
an iPhone. 
Favorite musical genre or group/
person: not too picky about music
My brush with a person famous/
infamous: I’ve seen Pope Francis 
and Pope Benedict.
Favorite saint: Our Lady and Padre 
Pio 
Favorite Bible passage/book (and 
why): My favorite Bible book is the 
Gospel of St. John, and my favorite 
passage is Jn 12:24:  “Unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit.”  I think it is a 
summary of both what Christ did for 
us on the cross and how we are to 
live our lives as Christians. 
Book(s) now reading: “Preambula 
Fidei” by Ralph McInerny; “Biomed-
icine and Beatitude” by Father Nica-
nor Austriaco OP; and “God Alone: 
the Collected Writings of St. Louis 
de Montfort”
Favorite food: Mexican 
But never feed me: pancakes
Favorite childhood toy: those green 
plastic toy soldiers  
Favorite place in the world: Rome 
Best job I’ve had: teaching high 
school history 
Worst job I’ve had: busboy
Hobbies/things I like to do: play-
ing/watching sports, reading, exer-
cise
My hidden talent is: still hidden 
from me
If I were loading the ark, I’d be 
sure to bring: some good books 
What I’d talk about if Pope Fran-
cis called me: I’d ask for his prayers 
and his advice for a newly ordained 
priest.
Qualities I admire in priests I 
know: I really admire priests who 
live lives of prayer and who strive to 
live lives of simplicity, humility and 
charity; and finally those who con-
tinue to study and steep themselves 
in the intellectual tradition of the 
church.
Best advice I’ve received: “Pray, 
hope and don’t worry.” (St. Padre 
Pio) 
My advice to anyone seeking their 
vocation: pray every single day be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament 
What I’m looking forward to as 
a priest: saying Mass and hearing 
Confessions
High school: Rockhurst, Kansas 
City, Missouri, class of 2003
Higher education: University of 
Kansas (bachelor’s degree in histo-
ry, 2007)
Seminary: Kenrick-Glennon Semi-
nary, St. Louis

IN GOD HE TRUSTS
Brain tumor taught Matthew Nagle to look beyond his suffering

Deacon Matthew Nagle stands in front of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Nagle and three others will be ordained to the priesthood on May 23 at St. Mi-
chael the Archangel Church in Leawood.

>> See “NAGLE” on page 7


